
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alex an dra, Virginia 2231 3- USO 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. , 



09/557,035 



22850 



04/21/2000 



Ryoji Amemiya 



SONY-TCM88 



6480 



7590 



01/11/2006 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND, MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
1940 DUKE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



EXAMINER 



WANG, JIN CHENG 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2672 

DATE MAILED: 01/1 1/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/557,035 


Applicant(s) 

AMEMIYA, RYOJI 


Fyflminor 

(__AC«] 1111 It? I 

Jin-Cheng Wang 


Art Unit 

2672 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[2 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 October 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application! 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) JM7 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

A ) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) O Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20051221 



Application/Control Number: 09/557,035 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2672 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1. 1 14. Applicants submissions filed on 10/1 1/2005 have been entered. Claims 1, 3, 7, 9, 
13 and 14 have been amended. Claims 18-19 have been canceled. Claims 1-17 are pending in the 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection based on Martinez et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,137,468 
(hereinafter Martinez), and further in view of Hoshino et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,396,506 
(hereinafter Hoshino), Robbins et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,326,978 (hereinafter Robbins), and 
TabataU.S. Patent No. 5,781,165 (hereinafter Tabata). For example, Hoshino teaches the claim 
limitation of "means for setting a first mode in which all of a plurality of separate images 
configured to be displayed on the display screen are to be rotated, a second mode in which a 
selected image of the plurality of separate images is to be rotated, and a third mode in which 
none of the plurality of separate images are to be rotated." See Figs. 40-46 in relation to Figs. 1- 
39 and the corresponding specification in which a plurality of windows 350, as shown in Figs. 
45-46, are rotated in accordance with the operating buttons 300a-300d of Fig. 40. The rotation of 
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the images depends upon the selection of the operating buttons 300a-300d. Although Fig. 44 
only shows one window, multiple windows can be found in Fig. 44 and column 19-20 wherein 
window B is displayed behind window A on a single display screen 2 and Fig. 46 wherein both 
windows A and window B are displayed on a single display screen 2. The windows A and B in 
the single display screen 2 are rotated together by means of the operating buttons 300a-300d and 
a particular window is rotated by means of the picture direction change buttons 354a-354d and 
the selector button 355 and the rotate button 356 of Fig. 43 for the particular window A or B to 
rotate a particular window 350 displayed on Fig. 46. No rotation takes place while no selection 
request whatsoever on the display screen window 2 or the windows A, B inside the display 
screen window 2 being made by the user to rotate the images being displayed. Moreover, each 
window has a single image or a plurality of images such as those shown in Fig. 7c. Hoshino also 
teaches "means for selecting the selected image when the second mode is set" in which Hoshimo 
teaches selecting the image in window A when the second mode is set, i.e., when the rotation 
selection is placed on a particular window rather than being placed on the display screen 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the 
Hoshino' s selection means into the Martinez's display device because Martinez suggests 
selecting an image (600) to be rotated and selecting an image (602) not to be rotated and 
therefore Martinez suggests the claim limitation of the selection means for selecting an image 
(See Figures 6A-6C). Martinez teaches selecting an image object such as the window 600 
(Figures 6A-6C) to be rotated and not selecting the other image object such as 602. The image 
objects 600 and 602 are separate image objects, i.e., the image object 602 just overlays on the 
window 600, but not a part of the window and therefore the image objects 600 and 602 constitute 
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a plurality of image objects as claimed. Martinez therefore teaches rotating one of the plurality of 
the image objects while not rotating one of the plurality of the image objects. 

One having the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
would have provided a selection means so that a particular image can be selected to be rotated 
while other images remain unchanged in response to the display screen orientation (See Martinez 
Figures 6A-6C) and selection means so that user can manipulate the selected image object 
( Hoshino Figs. 40-46 and column 19-20: Robbins teaches the means of selecting an image 
displayed on a window of a plurality of separate images on a plurality of windows configured to 
be displayed on the display screen; Robbins Figs. 1-2 and column 3-4). 

Tabata discloses the claim limitation of "displaying direction control means for 
controlling a direction of display of the selected image by rotating the selected image according 
to previously stored read addresses read in accordance with the detected angular component." 
Tabata discloses in column 10, line 65 to column 1 1, line 42 that the stored read addresses are 
stored in read-out address decoder and the order of reading out of the picture signal (image) from 
the frame memories is controlled by the read-out address supplied the read-out address decoder 
such that the image displayed on the LCD is rotated in such a position and/or posture that the 
virtual image is seen to be stationary in the virtual image plane. 

It would have been obvious to have incorporated the read addresses of Tabata to the 
Martinez, Hoshino and Robbins' s display device because Martinez discloses posture detecting 
means for detecting an angular component of a change of posture of the display screen (e.g., 
Martinez figures 5A-10; column 5, lines 5-39) and rotating the selected image according to a 
rotation of said display screen determined by said posture detecting means (e.g., Martinez figure 
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5 A- 10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1- 
20). Martinez discloses that sensor 702 provides numeric values a register and these values may 
represent the tilt of the hardware relative to a reference plane (Martinez column 5), suggesting 
that the tilt of the hardware or the posture of the hardware is stored as values in a register with 
addresses in the register addressing these stored values. Martinez thus at least suggests the claim 
limitation of "read addresses" read in accordance with the detected angular component. Robbins 
discloses in column 3, lines 39-67 a single clicking toggles between two pre-selected orientations 
and thus suggesting the pre-selected orientations or postures of the display device are recorded in 
a register or memory for the image rotation by the single clicking. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated do this to accurately 
measure the angular posture of the display device and to supply the read addresses of the angular 
posture to be used to determine the display positions of the rotated image (Martinez figures 5A- 
10; column 5, lines 5-39) by a single clicking (Robbins column 3, lines 39-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Martinez et 
al. U.S. Patent No. 6,137,468 (hereinafter Martinez), and further in view of Hoshino et al. U.S. 
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Patent No. 6,396,506 (hereinafter Hoshino), Robbins et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,326,978 
(hereinafter Robbins), Tabata U.S. Patent No. 5,781,165 (hereinafter Tabata). 



4. Claim 1: 

Martinez teaches an information processing apparatus (e.g., figure 2) comprising: 
A display screen (e.g., figures 4A-4D; column 3, lines 5-25); 

Posture detecting means for detecting an angular component of a change of posture of the 
display screen (e.g., figures 5A-10; column 5, lines 5-39); 

Displaying direction control means for displaying the plurality of separate images on said 
display screen, and for controlling a direction of display of the selected image (figures 5A-6C) 
by rotating the selected image according to a rotation of said display screen determined by said 
posture detecting means (e.g., figure 5A-10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; 
column 6, lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1-20) and not rotating at least one of the other of the 
plurality images (See Figures 6A-6C wherein the block 602 is not rotated while~the window 600 
is rotated according to the orientation of the display screen). 

Martinez is silent to "means for setting a first mode in which all of a plurality of separate 
images configured to be displayed on the display screen are to be rotated, a second mode in 
which a selected image of the plurality of separate images is to be rotated, and a third mode in 
which none of the plurality of separate images are to be rotated" and "means for selecting the 
selected image when the second mode is set." 

Hoshino teaches the claim limitation of "means for setting a first mode in which all of a 
plurality of separate images configured to be displayed on the display screen are to be rotated, a 
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second mode in which a selected image of the plurality of separate images is to be rotated, and a 
third mode in which none of the plurality of separate images are to be rotated" (See Figs. 40-46 
in relation to Figs. 1-39 and the corresponding specification for a plurality of windows 350 
shown in Figs. 45-46 are rotated in accordance with the operating buttons 300a-300d of Fig. 40 
wherein the rotation of the images depend upon the selection of the operating buttons 300a- 
300d. Although Fig. 44 only shows one window, multiple windows can be found in Fig. 44 and 
column 19-20 wherein window B is displayed behind window A on a single display screen 2 and 
Fig. 46 wherein both windows A and window B are displayed on a single display screen 2. The 
windows A and B in the single display screen 2 are rotated together by means of the operating 
buttons 300a-300d and a particular window is rotated by means of the picture direction change 
buttons 354a-354d and the selector button 355 and the rotate button 356 of Fig. 43 to rotate a 
particular window 350 displayed on Fig. 46, no rotation takes place while no selection request 
whatsoever on the display screen window 2 or the windows A, B inside the display screen 
window 2 being made by the user to rotate the images. Moreover, each window has a single 
image or a plurality of images such as those shown in Fig. 7c). Hoshino also teaches "means for 
selecting the selected image when the second mode is set" (Selecting the image in window A 
when the second mode is set, i.e., when the rotation selection is placed on a particular window 
rather than being placed on the display screen 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the 
Hoshino' s selection means into the Martinez's display device because Martinez suggests 
selecting an image (600) to be rotated and selecting an image (602) not to be rotated and 
therefore Martinez suggests the claim limitation of the selection means for selecting an image 
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(See Figures 6A-6C). Martinez teaches selecting an image object such as the window 600 
(Figures 6A-6C) to be rotated and not selecting the other image object such as 602. The image 
objects 600 and 602 are separate image objects, i.e., the image object 602 just overlays on the 
window 600, but not a part of the window and therefore the image objects 600 and 602 constitute 
a plurality of image objects as claimed. Martinez therefore teaches rotating one of the plurality of 
the image objects while not rotating one of the plurality of the image objects. 

One having the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
would have provided a selection means so that a particular image can be selected to be rotated 
while other images remain unchanged in response to the display screen orientation (See Martinez 
Figures 6A-6C) and selection means so that user can manipulate the selected image object 
( Hoshino Figs. 40-46 and column 19-20: R obbins teaches the means of selecting an image 
displayed on a window of a plurality of separate images on a plurality of windows configured to 
be displayed on the display screen; Robbins Figs. 1-2 and column 3-4). 

It remains to be show that the cited references teach the claim limitation of "displaying, 
direction control means for controlling a direction of display of the selected image by rotating 
the selected image according to previously stored read addresses read in accordance with the 
detected angular component." 

Tabata discloses the claim limitation of "displaying direction control means for 
controlling a direction of display of the selected image by rotating the selected image according 
to previously stored read addresses read in accordance with the detected angular component." 
Tabata discloses in column 10, line 65 to column 11, line 42 that the stored read addresses are 
stored in read-out address decoder and the order of reading out of the picture signal (image) from 
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the frame memories is controlled by the read-out address supplied the read-out address decoder 
such that the image displayed on the LCD is rotated in such a position and/or posture that the 
virtual image is seen to be stationary in the virtual image plane. 

It would have been obvious to have incorporated the read addresses of Tabata to the 
Martinez, Hoshino and Robbins' s display device because Martinez discloses posture detecting 
means for detecting an angular component of a change of posture of the display screen (e.g., 
Martinez figures 5 A- 10; column 5, lines 5-39) and rotating the selected image according to a 
rotation of said display screen determined by said posture detecting means (e.g., Martinez figure 
5 A- 10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1- 
20). Martinez discloses that sensor 702 provides numeric values a register and these values may 
represent the tilt of the hardware relative to a reference plane (Martinez column 5), suggesting 
that the tilt of the hardware or the posture of the hardware is stored as values in a register with 
addresses in the register addressing these stored values. Martinez thus at least suggests the claim 
limitation of "read addresses" read in accordance with the detected angular component. Robbins 
discloses in column 3, lines 39-67 a single clicking toggles between two pre-selected orientations 
and thus suggesting the pre-selected orientations or postures of the display device are recorded in 
a register or memory for the image rotation by the single clicking. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated do this to accurately 
measure the angular posture of the display device and to supply the read addresses of the angular 
posture to be used to determine the display positions of the rotated image (Martinez figures 5A- 
10; column 5, lines 5-39) by a single clicking (Robbins column 3, lines 39-67). 
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Claim 2: 

Claim 2 recites all the limitations of claim 1 and adds the limitation of a plurality of 
windows. Martinez clearly teaches a plurality of windows (e.g., figures 5A-5C; column 4, lines 
40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1-20). 

Claim 3: 

Martinez teaches an information processing apparatus (figure 2) comprising: 
A display screen (e.g., figures 4A-4D; column 3, lines 5-25); 

Posture detecting means for detecting an angular component of a change of posture of the 
display screen (e.g., figure 5A-10; column 5, lines 5-39); 

Displaying direction control means for displaying the separate images on said display 
screen, and for controlling a direction of display of the image by rotating said image (e.g., figures 
5A-6C) according to a rotation of the display screen determined by said posture detecting means; 
wherein said displaying direction control means controls the direction of display of said image 
by rotating said image according to the rotation of the display screen beyond a predetermined 
(e.g., figure 5A-10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-67; column 
7, lines 1-20) and not rotating at least one of the other of the plurality images (See Figures 6A- 
6C wherein the block 602 is not rotated while the window 600 is rotated according to the 
orientation of the display screen). 

Martinez is silent to "means for setting a first mode in which all of a plurality of separate 
images configured to be displayed on the display screen are to be rotated, a second mode in 
which a selected image of the plurality of separate images is to be rotated, and a third mode in 
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which none of the plurality of separate images are to be rotated" and "means for selecting the 
selected image when the second mode is set." 

Hoshino teaches the claim limitation of "means for setting a first mode in which all of a 
plurality of separate images configured to be displayed on the display screen are to be rotated, a 
second mode in which a selected image of the plurality of separate images is to be rotated, and a 
third mode in which none of the plurality of separate images are to be rotated" (See Figs. 40-46 
in relation to Figs. 1-39 and the corresponding specification for a plurality of windows 350 
shown in Figs. 45-46 are rotated in accordance with the operating buttons 300a-300d of Fig. 40 
wherein the rotation of the images depend upon the selection of the operating buttons 300a- 
300d. Although Fig. 44 only shows one window, multiple windows can be found in Fig. 44 and 
column 19-20 wherein window B is displayed behind window A on a single display screen 2 and 
Fig. 46 wherein both windows A and window B are displayed on a single display screen 2. The 
windows A and B in the single display screen 2 are rotated together by means of the operating 
buttons 300a-300d and a particular window is rotated by means of the picture direction change 
buttons 354a-354d and the selector button 355 and the rotate button 356 of Fig. 43 to rotate a 
particular window 350 displayed on Fig. 46, no rotation takes place while no selection request 
whatsoever on the display screen window 2 or the windows A, B inside the display screen 
window 2 being made by the user to rotate the images. Moreover, each window has a single 
image or a plurality of images such as those shown in Fig. 7c). Hoshino also teaches "means for 
selecting the selected image when the second mode is set" (Selecting the image in window A 
when the second mode is set, i.e., when' the rotation selection is placed on a particular mndow 
rather than being placed on the display screen 2). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the 
Hoshino's selection means into the Martinez's display device because Martinez suggests 
selecting an image (600) to be rotated and selecting an image (602) not to be rotated and 
therefore Martinez suggests the claim limitation of the selection means for selecting an image 
(See Figures 6A-6C). Martinez teaches selecting an image object such as the window 600 
(Figures 6A-6C) to be rotated and not selecting the other image object such as 602. The image 
objects 600 and 602 are separate image objects, i.e., the image object 602 just overlays on the 
window 600, but not a part of the window and therefore the image objects 600 and 602 constitute 
a plurality of image objects as claimed. Martinez therefore teaches rotating one of the plurality of 
the image objects while not rotating one of the plurality of the image objects. 

One having the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
would have provided a selection means so that a particular image can be selected to be rotated 
while other images remain unchanged in response to the display screen orientation (See Martinez 
Figures 6A-6C) and selection means so that user can manipulate the selected image object 
( Hoshino Figs. 40-46 and column 19-20 \ Robbins teaches the means of selecting an image 
displayed on a window of a plurality of separate images on a plurality of windows configured to 
be displayed on the display screen; Robbins Figs. 1-2 and column 3-4). 

It remains to be shown that the cited references teach the claim limitation of "displaying 
direction control means for controlling a direction of display of the selected image by rotating 
the selected image according to previously stored read addresses read in accordance with the 
detected angular component." 
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Tabata discloses the claim limitation of "displaying direction control means for 
controlling a direction of display of the selected image by rotating the selected image according 
to previously stored read addresses read in accordance with the detected angular component." 
Tabata discloses in column 10, line 65 to column 1 1, line 42 that the stored read addresses are 
stored in read-out address decoder and the order of reading out of the picture signal (image) from 
the frame memories is controlled by the read-out address supplied the read-out address decoder 
such that the image displayed on the LCD is rotated in such a position and/or posture that the 
virtual image is seen to be stationary in the virtual image plane. 

It would have been obvious to have incorporated the read addresses of Tabata to the 
Martinez, Hoshino and Robbins's display device because Martinez discloses posture detecting 
means for detecting an angular component of a change of posture of the display screen (e.g., 
Martinez figures 5A-10; column 5, lines 5-39) and rotating the selected image according to a 
rotation of said display screen determined by said posture detecting means (e.g., Martinez figure 
5 A- 10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1- 
20). Martinez discloses that sensor 702 provides numeric values a register and these values may 
represent the tilt of the hardware relative to a reference plane (Martinez column 5), suggesting 
that the tilt of the hardware or the posture of the hardware is stored as values in a register with 
addresses in the register addressing these stored values. Martinez thus at least suggests the claim 
limitation of "read addresses" read in accordance with the detected angular component. Robbins 
discloses in column 3, lines 39-67 a single clicking toggles between two pre-selected orientations 
and thus suggesting the pre-selected orientations or postures of the display device are recorded in 
a register or memory for the image rotation by the single clicking. 
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One of the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated do this to accurately 
measure the angular posture of the display device and to supply the read addresses of the angular 
posture to be used to determine the display positions of the rotated image (Martinez figures 5A- 
10; column 5, lines 5-39) by a single clicking (Robbins column 3, lines 39-67). 

Claim 4: 

The claim 4 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 3 except additional 
claimed limitation that the displaying direction control means controls the direction of display of 
said image by rotating said image when the display screen remains rotated beyond the 
predetermined range after a predetermined time. However, Martinez further discloses the 
claimed limitation that the displaying direction control means controls the direction of display of 
said image by rotating said image when the display screen remains rotated beyond the 
predetermined range after a predetermined time (e.g., figure 10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 
5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1-20). 

Claim 5: 

The claim 5 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 1 except additional 
claimed limitation that the displaying direction control means controls the direction of display of 
said selected image by rotating said selected image according to the rotation of the display screen 
beyond a predetermined range. However, Martinez further discloses the claimed limitation that 
the displaying direction control means controls the direction of display of said selected image by 
rotating said selected image according to the rotation of the display screen beyond a 
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predetermined range (e.g., figure 10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, 
lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1-20). 
Claim 6: 

The claim 6 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 except additional 
claimed limitation that the displaying direction control means controls the direction of display of 
said selected image by rotating said selected image when the display screen remains rotated 
beyond the predetermined range after a predetermined time. 

However, Martinez further discloses the claimed limitation that the displaying direction 
control means controls the direction of display of said selected image by rotating said selected 
image when the display screen remains rotated beyond the predetermined range after a 
predetermined time (e.g., figure 10; column 4, lines 40-50; column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, 
lines 1-67; column 7, lines 1-20). 

5. Claims 7-12: 

The claims 7-12 are a rephrasing of claims 1-6 in a method form, respectively. The 
claims are rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1-6. 

6. Claims 13-17: 

The claims 13-17 encompass the same scope of invention as those of claims 1, 3-6, 
except additional claimed limitation of "the medium for storing the program". However, 
Martinez further discloses the claimed limitation of "the medium for storing the program" (e.g., 
figure 2; column 7, lines 20-35). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jin-Cheng Wang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7665. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 6:30 (Mon-Thu). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on (571) 272-7664. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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